
The Gibeonite deception – Joshua 9 

What was the background? 

After the conquests of Jericho and Ai, the nations in Canaan 

knew they had to deal with the Israelites.  Most of them 

formed a coalition to fight against the Israelites.  But the 

Gibeonites used a different strategy. Why? Joshua 9:24-25 

They knew that Israel’s God had commanded Joshua and the 

Israelites to DESTROY the neighboring nations and they were 

scared.  Why this command to destroy anyway – from last 

week? God knew that if Israel made peace with nearby 

nations, that it would just be a matter of time before they 

would start to intermarry and the pagan influences of those 

nations would infiltrate Israel and turn their hearts away from 

God.   

What was the deception? 

The Gibeonites were aware of the “loophole” in God’s command and pretended not to be a 
neighbouring nation.  A distant nation would not be able to infiltrate and influence Israel away from 
God as easily due to the distance. So the Gibeonites acted like they came from a great distance saying 
they wanted to make a treaty with Israel. This was allowed in terms of God’s command. 
 

What was God’s command anyway? 

 
Deuteronomy 20:1-18 – rules for going to war (applies for us too) 

• Consecration and remembering that it is God’s battle (v1-4) 

• Readiness to fight – no distractions (v5-9) 

• Offers of peace to distant nations (v10-15) 

• Annihilation of neighbouring nations (v16-18) 

Details of the deception 

• They said they came from far – an outright lie. 

• They produced evidence – mouldy bread, old cracked wineskins, worn out clothes and shoes 

– all fake. 

• They misled Joshua with their reason for the treaty requested.  They said they were in awe of 

the Israelite God that destroyed Sihon and Og.  They probably were BUT – the smartest part 

– they left out news of the conquests of Jericho and Ai.  Why? 

The Israelite’s error 

Were they plain stupid? 
Were they forgetful of God’s instructions?   See verse 7 
Were they naïve? 
 
So what did they do wrong?    See verse 14 



Consequences of the deception 

• v 18-20 The Israelite leaders know they cannot destroy them – that would break the peace 

oath they made. 

• V 23 Joshua curses them instead - the Gibeonites are set to work in the temple – in the very 

house of God - forever. 

• Israel is stuck with them as allies forever. Consequences of poor choices can last a lifetime 

and beyond. 

• Saul later tries to kill them off and God avenges them 2 Samuel 21:1-6 

• Nehemiah has their help in a crucial time in Israel’s history Nehemiah 3:7 and 7:25 and they 

are counted as part of Israel. God works for good – He used the Gibeonites to bless Israel. 

 

Application – Enquire 

Which is more dangerous - the direct attack of an enemy or the sly tricks of people pretending to be 

friends? We must be on our guard against both. 

While the people of Gibeon were wrong to deceive God's people, the Israelites erred in not asking the 

LORD if they should make the treaty. Thus, Joshua and the Israelites had to live with the consequences 

of their rash promise.  

Let us develop a habit to enquire of God to discern His will before we make decisions. 

Application - Discern 

 Meaning: the ability to judge well. To sniff out deception. 

Greek word “diakrisis” (Strongs 1253) describes being able to distinguish, discern, judge or 

appraise a person, statement, situation, or environment. 

Biblically it can be discerning of spirits (what spirit a person or teaching is of) or 

between good and evil.   1 Corinthians 12:10. 

It is the voice of the Spirit speaking within and we should never ignore it 

when it warns us something is not right. 

 

How do we grow the ability to discern well? 

What is the first question in the Bible (Gen 3:1)?  Do we in our given situations know the answer? 

 
1  We must know the word of God, the Bible.  God’s word is able to give us spiritual 

discernment. The more we know God’s truth, the more we are able to discern Satan’s lie. 
Hebrews 5:11-14; 2 Peter 3: 17-18.  Be on your guard . . . grow in grace and knowledge 

2  Test everything against Scripture – 1 Thessalonians 5:21 

“Federal agents don’t learn to spot counterfeit money by studying the counterfeits. They study 
genuine bills until they master the look of the real thing. Then when they see the bogus money 

they recognize it.” [John MacArthur Reckless Faith.] 
 


