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In the weekly lessons for the remainder of the study we will look at 14 episodes – life 
lessons from the book of Joshua. 

The Secret to Success 
Joshua 1:5-8 

5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with 
Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and 
courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 
ancestors to give them. 
7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses 
gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful 
wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be 
prosperous and successful. 

After Moses died, Joshua became the leader of the Israelites. The pressure of this 
new responsibility was great. He was to lead more than two million people into a 
foreign land to conquer and claim it as their own. Joshua easily could have become 
afraid or discouraged as he thought about his opposition. But the LORD promised to 
be with him. He encouraged Joshua to be strong, brave, and obedient. 

The secret of true success, then and now, is complete obedience to God. We must 
believe that God is with us in every experience. As we obey his Word, he will give us 
the strength and courage we need to face whatever challenges come our way. New 
experiences can be frightening, but with God leading our lives, these challenges can 
be thrilling and rewarding. 

https://simplelessonsfromthebible.blogspot.com/2018/06/19-life-lessons-from-book-of-joshua-bible-study.html 

The Law 

Book of the Law = Pentateuch (Genesis to Deuteronomy) 

From Genesis through Deuteronomy, there are a total of 613 commandments, as 
counted by medieval sages. (http://www.jewfaq.org/613.htm) 

Many of the 613 are obsolete. Christians believe Jesus released them from 
observing most of them, and hundreds pertain to practices in the Jerusalem temples, 
which were destroyed, the second in A.D. 70.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/31/us/an-illustrated-guide-to-the-613-jewish-commandments.html 

The Summary of the Law 

Old Testament 

Deuteronomy 6:5 

Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength. 

Joshua 22:5 

But be very careful to keep the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of 
the LORD gave you: to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, to keep 
his commands, to hold fast to him and to serve him with all your heart and with all 
your soul.” 

https://simplelessonsfromthebible.blogspot.com/2018/06/19-life-lessons-from-book-of-joshua-bible-study.html
http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/756399/jewish/The-613-Commandments.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/613.htm
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Temple-of-Jerusalem
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/31/us/an-illustrated-guide-to-the-613-jewish-commandments.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%206%3A5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua%2022%3A5&version=NIV
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New Testament 

Jesus himself said: 

Matthew 5:17 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfil them. 

And then there are three parallel passages with direct speech by Jesus which quote 
the Old Testament summaries of the Law. 

1. Matthew 22:37:40 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 

And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and 
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  

2. Mark 12:29-31 
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The 
Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The 
second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no commandment 
greater than these.” 

3. Luke 10:27 
He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’” 

1050 Commands in the New Testament 

There are 1050 commands listed in the document referenced below. All appear to be 
sensible (after all this is God’s Word), most are direct actions, e.g. Seventy-four 
"Be's", Five things to remember, One-hundred “Let’s”. I have attached the PDF for 
you to have a look at. 

https://www.abc.net.au/reslib/201407/r1308729_17984331.pdf 

The Council at Jerusalem 

Acts 15:28-29 

 28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you with anything 
beyond the following requirements: 29 You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, 
from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will 
do well to avoid these things. 

The Roman Road – the first steps 

• “As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one;” (Romans 3:10) 
• “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23) 
• “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” (Romans 6:23) 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205%3A17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2022%3A37&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012%3A30&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A27&version=NIV
https://www.abc.net.au/reslib/201407/r1308729_17984331.pdf
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=romans+3:10
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=romans+3:23
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=romans+6:23

