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Joshua 11 – The Northern Campaign 

Introduction 

After the sun stood still and allowed Joshua men to defeat the armies of the five 
kings in Chapter 10, they are put to death and the whole region is subdued (10:40). 
Then Joshua and his army returned to camp at Gilgal. 

This chapter continues and concludes the history of the conquest of Canaan. It 
seems that Joshua allowed his forces some breathing time; now we have the story of 
the war in the north, and the success of that war. 

Outline 

I. The alliance of the northern 
kings against Israel 
(verses 1-5).  

II. The encouragement which 
God gave to Joshua to 
engage them 
(verse 6).  

III. His victory over them 
IV. (verses 7-9). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joshua 11:1-9 (NIV) 
When Jabin king of Hazor heard of this, he sent word to Jobab king of Madon, to the 
kings of Shimron and Akshaph, 2 and to the northern kings who were in the 
mountains, in the Arabah south of Kinnereth, in the western foothills and in Naphoth 
Dor on the west; 3 to the Canaanites in the east and west; to the Amorites, Hittites, 
Perizzites and Jebusites in the hill country; and to the Hivites below Hermon in the 
region of Mizpah. 4 They came out with all their troops and a large number of horses 
and chariots—a huge army, as numerous as the sand on the seashore. 5 All these 
kings joined forces and made camp together at the Waters of Merom to fight against 
Israel. 
6 The LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them, because by this time tomorrow 
I will hand all of them, slain, over to Israel. You are to hamstring their horses and 
burn their chariots.” 
7 So Joshua and his whole army came against them suddenly at the Waters of 
Merom and attacked them, 8 and the LORD gave them into the hand of Israel. They 
defeated them and pursued them all the way to Greater Sidon, to Misrephoth 
Maim, and to the Valley of Mizpah on the east, until no survivors were left. 9 Joshua 
did to them as the LORD had directed: He hamstrung their horses and burned their 
chariots. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Josh.11.1-Josh.11.5
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Josh.11.6
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Josh.11.7-Josh.11.9
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Israel is still victorious, but less spectacularly so, there are no BIG miracles. God’s 
action here is not miracles but His encouragement to act themselves, depending 
on Him, not His miracles. 
“The war carried on by the preaching of the gospel against Satan’s kingdom was at 
first preceded by miracles but afterwards, once the war was sufficiently proved to be 
of God,  
the managers of it (us) are now left to the ordinary assistance of divine grace in the 
use of the sword of the Spirit (and the full armor of God), and must not expect hail-
stones nor the standing still of the sun” (Matthew Henry, paraphrased) 

There are some parallels between the Exodus and the New Testament: 

Initial battle drawn out of exile - 
from “Egypt” to Jericho 

 to Calvary (Gospels) 

Transition period conquering the land early Church in Acts 

Present dwelling in the land 
Disciples daily living 
according to doctrine from 
the epistles 

All who have chosen to accept the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for our sins, and have 
decided to follow Him, are in a battle.   

We are in a battle. BUT although the battle belongs to the Lord, we are to stand fully 
prepared with the whole armour of God - Ephesians 6. 

Outline for the remainder of the chapter (verses 10-23) 

I. The taking of their cities, Joshua 11:10-15.  
II. The destruction of the Anakim, Joshua 11:21, 22.  

III. The general conclusion of the story of this war, Joshua 11:16-20, 23. 

Please read the remainder of the chapter, answer the questions and think about the 
notes. 

Some questions and notes 

• Why did they have to hamstring the horses and burn the chariots of those they 
destroyed? Psalm 20:7: We do not fight our battles with the enemy’s weapons. 

• Jabin, King of Hazor is killed and the city burned.  But they did not ‘guard the 
ruins’.  Later they did evil in the eyes of the Lord (the same evil as the 
Canaanites?) and a new king rose up there again to oppress them (Judges. 4:2).  

• Why were the other cities not all burned? (Deuteronomy 6:10)  

• Passing the baton to the next generation (v15) 

• The battle is long (v18) 

• The Gibeonites had to fight their own, the other Hivites, who turned against 
them.  

• The Anakites of Gaza – why were they left behind?  Does it matter? 

• The rest from war. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Josh.11.10-Josh.11.15
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Josh.11.21,Josh.11.22
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Josh.11.16-Josh.11.20,Josh.11.23
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judg.4.2
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deut.6.10

