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The Longest Day 
After the battles of Jericho and Ai the conquest of the promised land seems to slow 
down. But then the LORD had told Moses that Canaan would not be conquered in a 
day:  

Exodus 23:30 (NIV) 

Little by little I will drive them out before you, until you have increased enough to take 
possession of the land. 

Joshua and Israel followed a God-given strategy which would shorten the conquest 
of the southern lands of Canaan significantly. 

The waited for the Amorites, the kings of the five most significant towns in the 
southern parts of Canaan to unite in one place in order to strike against the “traitors” 
from Gibeon, who had deceived the Israelites to conclude a peace treaty. 

The combined attack was not against Israel but against the “weaker” Gibeon. 

See the map below for the geography of the situation. 

 

Drawing from Matthew Henry’s commentary on Joshua 10 and the corresponding 
notes by “Enduring Word” the situation is described as follows: 

• Satan and his instruments make war on those that make peace with God. 

• Joshua was obliged by oath to help and protect Gibeon as Israel’s servants. 

• God honours Joshua’s righteous act. 

• Joshua and the army leave immediately for Gibeon – no delay. The march 
from Gilgal to Gibeon involved a climb of 1,000 meters, over a distance of 
about 32 kilometres. This was eight to ten hours of hard marching, all through 
the night. 

o God does His work, but He draws us into working with Him. Often God 
waits to see our initiative, our willingness to be a partner with Him, 
before He does what only He can do. 

o This is not the idea that “God helps those who help themselves.” The 
idea is “God wants to draw His people into partnership with Him in 
seeing His work done. 

• God fought the battle again (verse 10) 

10 The Lord threw them into confusion before Israel, so Joshua and the 
Israelites defeated them completely at Gibeon. Israel pursued them along the 
road going up to Beth Horon and cut them down all the way to Azekah and 
Makkedah. 

• Interesting: Hailstones are reserved for battle according to Job 38:22-23. 
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“Have you entered the storehouses of the snow 
    or seen the storehouses of the hail, 
23 which I reserve for times of trouble, 
    for days of war and battle? 

Joshua 10.12-14 (NIV) 

12 On the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the LORD in 
the presence of Israel: 

“Sun, stand still over Gibeon, 
    and you, moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.” 
13 So the sun stood still, 
    and the moon stopped, 
    till the nation avenged itself on its enemies, 

as it is written in the Book of Jashar. 

The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full 
day. 14 There has never been a day like it before or since, a day when 
the LORD listened to a human being. Surely the LORD was fighting for Israel! 

Joshua’s prayer, placed in his mind by God, reveals enormous faith and boldness as 
he asks God in front of all Israel to let the sun and the moon stand still. 

Was it a miracle or a mere coincidence? No natural explanation for this event can be 
found in science, and the Bible does not explain how the LORD did it. All we know is 
that the day was made longer by God. 

The extra daylight was not a cosmic accident, not a coincidence. God was helping 
Joshua and the army who had fought hard and long. And Joshua knew he needed to 
ask God for help. 

When something we have prayed about happens, do we just chalk the event up to 
coincidence? Do we find it hard to believe that God really cares about the details of 
our lives? The Bible tells us repeatedly that God does care and that he will respond 
when we pray. With these promises in mind, we should not be surprised when 
miracles happen. And we can thank God for his response. 

Is anything too hard for the Lord? (Jeremiah 32:27) forms a sufficient answer to ten 
thousand difficulties, which objectors have in every age started against the truth of 
God as revealed in His written Word. 
Like Joshua, we often wish that time stayed still. We would do well to imitate 
Joshua’s reasons for extended time. Joshua wanted time to stay still so that: 

• God would be glorified. 

• God would be obeyed. 

• God’s work would be continued 

without hindrance. 

• God’s people would triumph. 
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